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U.S. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE VISITS UM LAW SCHOOL SEPT. 18 
MISSOULA -
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor will visit Missoula Thursday, Sept. 18, to 
launch a University of Montana School of Law lecture series.
O 'Connor's brief visit to Missoula will include appearances at the regular monthly meeting 
of the Western Montana Bar Association and in several law classes throughout the day.
At 1 p.m. in UM's Montana Theatre, O ’Connor will deliver a talk, "Charting the Course of 
Federalism: The Supreme Court and State Sovereignty," to law students and lawyers from across 
Montana. Her address will be the premier lecture in a new series that honors the memory of two 
former Montanans who had distinguished careers on the federal bench in Washington, D.C.
The Judge William B. Jones and Judge Edward A. Tamm Judicial Lecture Series was 
spearheaded by Robert S. Bennett, a Washington. D.C., lawyer who has a home near Livingston 
and serves on the law school's Board of Visitors. O'Connor is a member of the lecture series' 
advisory committee.
Designed to enhance understanding of the judicial system for law students, faculty and 
practicing lawyers, the series will bring other leading jurists and scholars to the law school to 
discuss topics ranging from judicial ethics to judicial decision-making.
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"Justice O'Connor leads our profession in promoting professionalism, civility and the rule of 
law,” said E. Edwin Eck, law school dean. "Our students, faculty and community are fortunate that 
Justice O ’Connor will be visiting us.”
O'Connor is no stranger to the Treasure State. Thursday’s trip marks the second time in as 
many years that she has visited the UM campus as a guest of the law school. In 1995 she addressed 
graduates at the law school's annual hooding ceremony. O ’Connor also spoke at the State Bar of 
Montana's annual conference in Missoula in June 1986.
She received the American Bar Association’s highest award, the ABA Medal, last month.
She is the 59th winner since the honor was started in 1929; other Supreme Court justices have 
received the medal in the past.
O'Connor became the first woman to sit on the nation's highest court when President Ronald 
Reagan nominated her for the lifetime position of associate justice on Aug. 19, 1981.
A 1952 graduate of Stanford University Law School, O'Connor has spent most of her career 
in public service. She was appointed to the Arizona State Senate in 1969 and won election to two 
additional terms that included a stint in 1972 as Senate majority leader. In 1975 she was elected to 
the Maricopa County Superior Court in Phoenix and served until 1979, when she was appointed to 
the Arizona Court of Appeals.
Tamm and Jones served as trial judges on the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. Tamm, who attended high school in Butte and college at both UM and Carroll College, 
also sat on the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. Jones operated a private practice in Helena from 
1931 to 1937 and served two of those years as a special assistant attorney general. As federal jurists,
- more -
SDOVISIT.RL -  3
Tamm and Jones presided over some of the most complex and politically charged cases in recent 
history.
Montana representatives on the lecture series advisory committee are attorney Milton 
Datsopoulos and industrialist Dennis Washington of Missoula; attorney Thomas E. Boland of Great 
Falls; U.S. District Judge Jack Shanstrom of Billings; and Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Jean A. Turnage of Helena.
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